
 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

 

Nursery 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
Little Wandle 

Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 1 

Reading for 
pleasure – class 

reads  

   

 

5 Books a Day 
A selection of books currently being 
piloted in EYFS 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sharing books with children in the Early Years provides a gateway into a world 

of imagination, empathy and delight, as well as being crucial for 

developing language and literacy skills. Children in Reception will often 

explore books with their hands and eyes before being able to read the words 

accurately for themselves, and making available a range of high-quality books 

with a strong visual interest level is key. Storytime is a treasured time of day 

for children of this age. Positive experiences with books for 4- and 5-year olds 

can lay the foundations for an enjoyment of reading for years to follow. 

 



 

 

 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

 

Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
Little Wandle 

      

Reading for 
pleasure – class 

reads  

   

 

The Write Stuff 
Texts 

• Jack and the Jellybean Stalk  
Perfectly Norman  

• Pigs Might Fly  

• Ruby’s Worry  

• Bear Shaped  

• Poppies  

• The Proudest Blue  

• On Sudden Hill  

• Rainbow Fish  

• Rosie’s Walk  

• I Want a Pet Dog  

• Sam and Dave Dig a Hole  

• Penguins  

• Lost and Found  

• Katie and the Sunflowers  

• How to Catch a Star  
 

• Where the Wild Things Are  

• All Aboard the London Bus  

• Handa’s Surprise  

• How to Make a Chocolate Mug 
Cake  

 

• What We Will Build  

• Going on a Bear Hunt  

• The Snail and the Whale  

• If Shark’s Disappear  

5 Books a Day 
A selection of books currently being 
piloted in EYFS 

     

 

 

 

 

Sharing books with children in the Early Years provides a gateway into a world 

of imagination, empathy and delight, as well as being crucial for 

developing language and literacy skills. Children in Reception will often 

explore books with their hands and eyes before being able to read the words 

accurately for themselves, and making available a range of high-quality books 

with a strong visual interest level is key. Storytime is a treasured time of day 

for children of this age. Positive experiences with books for 4- and 5-year olds 

can lay the foundations for an enjoyment of reading for years to follow. 

 



 

 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

 

Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
Little Wandle 

      

Reading for 
pleasure – class 

reads  

   
 

The Write Stuff 
Texts 

• Last Stop On Market Street by 
Matt de la Pena  

• Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers  
 

• The Queen's Hat by Steve Antony 

• Firework Night (poetry) 

• Our Trip to The Woods (Non-
fiction) 

• The Storm Whale by Benji Davies 
 

• Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi  • On Safari (non-fiction) 

• The Train Ride  by June Crebbin 

• Toys from the Past by Sally 
Hewitt (non-fiction) 

• When I am By Myself by Eloise 
Greenfield (poetry) 

 

 

  

Year 1 is a delightful year group with which to share books and at the 

moment there is a brilliant range of engaging books available for this age. 

Often at the ages of 5 and 6, children are learning to read short texts 

independently, while still relying on strong visual elements. Many Y1 

children treasure story times when adults read aloud, and shared reading 

experiences remain an important part of language and literacy 

development both in the classroom and at home. Children at this age often 

love handling books, and make a bee-line for texts that offer engaging 

illustrations, interactive elements or memorable characters. Children in 

Year 1 are increasingly able to identify themes of interest and empathise 

with characters in familiar settings. Many 5-6 year olds begin to be able to 

sustain attention for longer stories that take place over a number of 

sittings, making early chapter books an appealing option for storytime. 



 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
for pleasure – 

class reads 
 
 

Choose your class 
reads from the 

selection. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Reading Explorer 
Texts  

• Home sweet home (web page)  

• My musical mouth (poem)  

• My love (instructions)  

• The Great Fire of London 
(encyclopaedia) 

• Alphabots (alphabetical order)  

• Cinderella (poster)  

• Splish, Splash, Splosh (leaflet)  

• Time to go home –George (familiar 
setting) 

 

• Let there be light (fable)  

• Wind (weather report)  

• The enormous turnip (traditional tale)  

• Dogs who help us (report) 
 

 

• Days fly by (poems)  

• Let’s get fit (fitness test) 

• The Hodgeheg 

• How the Tortoise got its shell 

• Frogs (non-fiction) 

• Days fly by (poetry) 

• My friend horace (poem)  

• I spy (game) 

• Escape from the Aztecs 

Literacy Shed 
Units  

• Hansel and Gretel 

• Materials 

• The Frog Prince 

• What is recycling? 

• Poppies 

• The Good Samaritan 

• Country mouse in the big city 

• Rosa Parks 

• Healthy Eating 
 
 

• The mermaid’s lagoon  

• Little Red Riding Hood  
 

• Mr badger -The wind in the willows 

• Woodland habitats 
 
 

• The elves and the shoemaker 

• The Boastful turtle 

• How to grow a sunflower 

The Write Stuff 
Texts 

• Little Red Reading Hood by Lucy 
Rowland 

• Stardust   

• If I were in Charge of the World 
(Poetry) 

• My Christmas Star 
 

• The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark 
by Jill Tomlinson  

• How to Make a Bird Feeder (non-
fiction) 

• Building Boy by Ross Montgomery & 
David Litchfield   

 
 

• The Great Fire of London (non-fiction) 
 

 

• Desk Diddler (poetry) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now old enough to sit and listen to longer stories, many 6 and 7 year olds start to enjoy 

chapter books at this age. Picture books remain important at this age too, both for 

independent reading and for shared storytimes with adults, where the words and 

pictures can be discussed and enjoyed together. Children at this age are often able 

to handle an increasing complexity of themes, including learning to empathise where 

characters experience a range of emotions and new experiences. Funny books are 

hugely popular with this age group, as are visually appealing and highly illustrated non-

fiction texts covering topics of interest. 



 

 

 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

Year 3 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
for pleasure – 

class reads 
 
 

Choose your 
class reads from 

the selection. 
 
 
 

    

Reading Explorer 
Texts  

• The curse of a Calcutta Diamond (A 
mystery)  

• Fee Fi Fo Fum (A traditional Tale) 

• The monster within (A childhood 
memory) 

• What type of learner am I? (A 
questionnaire)  

• Ship Ahoy! (An explanation) 

• A recipe for friendship (Advice) 

• News Flash! (A news report) 

• The Greedy Wolf (An Aesop’s Fable) 

• Joining a library (An application form) 

• Skeleton Island (A treasure map) 

• 1066 (A web page) 

• The Dragon of Andor (A mortality 
poem) 

• As dead as a Dodo (historical 
narrative) 

• Space 1 (using contents and index 
page) 

• A witch of Axon (A riddle) 

• What’s up Doc? (Jokes) 

• The Twits by Roald Dahl 

• Pollution (Acrostic poem) 

• Space 11 (Using a glossary) 

• All at Sea (Poems to perform)  

• The Loch Ness monster (A Scottish 
legend) 

• Killer plants (A science textbook) 

• Dead or alive! (Wanted poster) 

• Pause to peel (using a dictionary) 

• Monkey business (A comedy)  

• Who’s there? (A Twist) 

• The Chase (A thriller) 

• Gung Hay fat Choy (A factual 
narrative) 

• Have a nice day! (Using a thesaurus) 

• Big Cats (A fact file)  

Literacy Shed 
Units 

• The Wild Way Home 

• The Stone Age 

• Bronze Age Travel and Trade 

• Who was Guy Fawkes? 

• Remembrance 

• Cave Girl 

• Charlotte’s Web 

• Ancient Greek Beliefs 

• The Olympic Games 

• Vertebrate Skeletons 

• Into the Jungle  

The Write Stuff 
texts 

• The True Story of the Three Little Pigs   

• by Jon Scieszka   

• The Colour Collector 

• The Secret of Black Rock by Joe Todd 
Stanton 

• The Journal of Iliona:  A Young Slave  

• Christmas Dessert (non-fiction) 

• The Gardener by Sarah Stewart  (non-
fiction) 

• Autumn is Here  (poetry) • Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura  

• How A Robot Dog Works (non-fiction) 

• Flood by Alvoro F Villa  

• Wolves in the Wall  by Neil Gaiman 

 

 

  

Reading for pleasure in Year 3 can provide entertainment and delight as well as opening up a host of 

new worlds to children. Books provide children of this age group with opportunities to stretch the 

imagination as well as to consider what life might be like in a myriad of different settings and 

situations. Stories about the lives of others can help children to develop empathy and understand 

emotions, while at the same time increasing children’s language skills and vocabulary. Furthermore, 

research shows that reading for pleasure in childhood is a more powerful indicator of future 

educational attainment than parental socioeconomic status. In order to facilitate the enjoyment of 

reading, getting the right book into the right child’s hands at the right time is the key. At the age of 

7-8, many children have learned to read short books by themselves and begin to exercise 

greater freedom of choice over their independent reads at school and home. Funny books are very 

popular with this age group, as are short chapter books with illustrated elements and visually 

appealing non-fiction texts. In addition to independent reading, story time with adults remains 

important and treasured in Year 3, too – both at home and in the classroom. 



 

 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Reading 

for pleasure – 
class reads 

 
 

Choose your 
class reads from 

the selection. 
 

   

 Reading Explorer 
Texts 

 

• Dinosaur Fact File (a website)  

• How the sea became salty (folktale) 

• A purrrrfect adventure (newspaper 
report)  

• Dear Madam (letter of complaint) 

• A room with a view (setting) 

• Shark Attack (1st personal account)  

• The chimney boy (character study) 

• A colourful life (poem) 

• The mystery of the missing mummy (a 
play) 

• Izzy Bright (school report)  

• The Black Death (A diary extract)  

• Ice Planet (fantasy adventure)  

• The storm (narrative) 

• The battle of misty mountain (play) 

• The lost sheep (parable)  

• Japan (A children’s atlas)  

• Stop Bugging Me (a science textbook) 

• Hey Diddle Diddle (rhyme)  

• The Eaglet has landed (narrative) 

• An interview with an evacuee (factual 
report)  

• Twinkle’s Fairy Cakes (a recipe) 

• The School Council (a leaflet)  

• Icarus and Daedalus (Greek myth) 

• Have you noticed my notice? (public 
signs)  

• Is the car a star? (radio debate) 

• Pet care (problem page)  

• Robo-Dog (advertisement)  

• The Butterfly Lion (narrative)  

• Wish you were here (postcard) 

Literacy Shed 
Units 

      

The Write Stuff texts 
• Float by Daniel Miyares  

• Still I Rise by Maya Angelou (poetry) 
 

• Inviting an Author (non-fiction) 

• Feast  

• The Creature (non-fiction) 

• Farther by Grahame Baker-Smith  

• Stroodles: An Alternative to Plastic 
Straws (non-fiction) 

• The Iron Man by Ted Hughes   

• Nikola Tesla (non-fiction) 
 

• The River (poetry) 

• Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
Roald Dahl 

 

 

  

The growing range of excellent books for this age group makes the task of encouraging reading 
for pleasure in Year 4 as delightful as it is essential. It is indeed an essential task – as children’s 
laureate Cressida Cowell puts it, ‘Decades of research show a reader for pleasure is more likely to 
be happier, healthier, to do better at school, and to vote – all irrespective of background’. When 
children choose to read, they gain access to a host of exciting ideas and worlds and this helps 
to flex the muscles of the imagination, develop empathy and better understand the lives of 
others, as well boosting language skills, vocabulary and comprehension. 

In order to facilitate the enjoyment of reading, the provision of books that are age-appropriate, 

high quality and appealing is key. At the ages of 8 and 9, many children have learned to 

read short chapter books by themselves and have gained enough experience of books 

to articulate preferences about styles, themes and formats. Animal tales, fantasy adventures, 

funny stories, comic-style books and illustrated chapter books are popular at this age, as are non-

fiction texts covering topics of interest like science or history. In addition to a wide choice of 

independent reads, stories being read aloud by adults continue to be an important – and much-

enjoyed – aspect of the reading for pleasure journey at this age. 



 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

Year 5 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
for pleasure – 

class reads 
 
 

Choose your 
class reads from 

the selection. 
 

  
 

 Reading Explorer 
Texts 

• The Iron Man by Ted Huges 

• Sweet dreams (A lullaby) 

• A Jockey’s life (A fond memory)  

• The Quest II (A film script)  

• What kind of learner am I? (A 
questionnaire)  

 

• I want my Mummy (Instructions) 

• www.squashedtomato.com (Film review) 

• Campfire’s burning (Setting) 

• Pirates I and II (using a contents, index page 
and glossary)  

• Avalanche! (using a thesaurus) 

• Return to Planet Dread (A blurb) 

• Space Attack (An extract)  

• Going for Gold (Reference book) 

• Taekwondo (A flyer) 

• Volcanoes (A web page) 

• Birds of Prey (A wildlife) 

• Wolf Man (A Legend) 

• The Tale of Two Cooking Pots (An African 
Tale)  

• Enjoy the Ride (A library poster) 

• Cragworth Cottage (An advertisement)  

• Colour Blind (A metaphorical poem) 

• Murder at the Manor (A murder mystery)  

• Txt Talk (mobile messages) 

• Hi Max! (A handwritten letter) 

• Houdini Does it Again! ((A newspaper 
report)  

• Tommy’s Little Battle part 1 and part 11 
(Narrated poem) 

• Teddy’s Bear (A bedtime story) 

• Pieces of Eight (An adaptation) 

• The Magpie Girl (A moral dilemma)  

• The North Wind Doth Blow (A fable)  

• Hail Caesar! (A speech)  

• My English Rose (A poem) 

Literacy Shed 
Units 

• The News Shed (Issue 78) • A different kind of freedom – A Romani 
story 

•  • Night Mail (W.H.Auden) • The News Shed (Issue 76)  •  

The Write Stuff 
texts 

• The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

• Emperor Penguins (non-fiction) 

• Malfeasance by Alan Bold (poetry) 

• The Snowman by Raymond Briggs 

• One Small Step 

• Hatshepsut by Kate Pankhurst (non-
fiction) 

• Cosmic by Frank Cotterill-Boyce 

 

• Screen Use (non-fiction) 

• The Nowhere Emporium  by Ross 
Mackenzie 

• Kick by Mitch Johnson 

 

  

Helping children in Year 5 discover a love of reading is most successfully achieved when a wide 
range of appealing and age-appropriate books are available.  Research on reading for pleasure 
shows that children who choose to read for enjoyment are more likely to achieve higher 
academic outcomes, to have improved mental health and to gain economic success later in 
life. What’s more, when children choose to open a book to read, they are able to discover new 
worlds beyond their own experiences, to learn about different people and develop critical 
thinking and crucial empathy skills, as well as advancing their language and vocabulary. 

Getting the right book into the right child’s hands at the right time is absolutely key to sparking 
a love of reading. At the ages of 9 and 10, most children are able to read longer chapter 
books and handle stories with an increasing complexity of themes. Popular with this age group 
are thought-provoking books about relevant social issues, as well as laugh-out-loud funny 
books, graphic novels and non-fiction that cover topics of interest. As well as having a wide 
range of styles and formats to choose from for independent reading, an essential ingredient in 
developing a lifelove of books at this age is when adults protect shared reading experiences 
and continue to read aloud at storytime well beyond the age that children can read for 
themselves. 

 

http://www.squashedtomato.com/


 

 

                              
English Reading Curriculum Map 

Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reading 
for pleasure – 

class reads 
 
 

Choose your 
class reads from 

the selection.   
 

You must 
always have a 

class read – the 
sign on your 
door must 
reflect this  

  

 Reading Explorer 
Texts 

• Arachnophobia (reference) 

• A great escape! (email)  

• Horror at Fang Rock (adventure) 

• Snot science (poster) 

• On your bike (safety leaflet) 

• The Gunpowder Plot (historical 
recount) 

• Tea time for Tyler (a twist) 

• I am who I am  (poem) 

• The Warlock’s Whiskers (radio play) 

• Winds of change (argument)  

• Rhodes (holiday brochure) 

• The Eagle (classic poem) 

• Beddgelert (folktale) 

• My Brother Jack (presentation)  

• A recipe for disaster (poetic licence)  

• Roald Dahl (introduction) 

• The Peppermint Pig  

• UFO Alert! (newspaper report) 

• A class act (school play) 

 

• Dingle Village (notice board) 

• Tv or not TV? (talk show) 

• A penny for your thoughts (character 
and setting)  

• Mayday, Mayday (flashback) 

• Ozymandias of Egypt (poem)  

• The Virus (thriller) 

• Abandon Ship! (science fiction) 

• The launch (poem)  

• The laughter library (library 
classification)  

 
 

SAT Sections 
/Literacy Shed 

Units 

• Guide Dogs (2015) (Information text)  

• The Great Plague, 1664–1666 (2012) 
(recount)  

• The Lost Queen (2016) (narrative)  

• The way of the dodo (2016) (article) 

• Rain (2009) (poem) 
 

• California’s Unlikely Warriors (2015) 
(Information text) 

• The Octopus (2017) (explanation)  

• Rain and Shine – in Britain (2008) 
(explanation) 

• White Fang (2017) (classic)  

• Ring-a-ring o’ roses (2017) (poem) 

• Midas and the Golden Wish (2017) 
(myth) 

 

• The Humble Potato (2017) 
(information text)  

• The Wild Ride (2016) (narrative)  

• An encounter at sea (2017) (narrative) 

• The long drive (2005) (explanation) 

• Charlie Small (2015) (interview)  

• Gaby to the rescue (2017) (narrative)  

 

• Swimming the English channel (2017) 
(factual/ interview) 

The Write Stuff texts 
• Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael 

Morpurgo 

• Goldilocks 

• Hansel and Gretel by Neil Gaiman   

• The Firework Maker’s Daughter by 
Philip Pullman 

• A Monster Calls • The Graveyard Book  by Neil Gaiman • The Journey by Francesca Sanna 

• Hope-o-potamus by Greg James and 

Chris Smith (poetry) 

• Greta by Greta Thunberg (non-fiction) 

• Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma 
Carroll 

 

 

At the very centre of inspiring reading for pleasure in Year 6 is the element of choice. 
Readers who are motivated to choose to read are often the ones who are best able to 
exercise agency over where, when, what and how, knowing that they can read at 
their own pace in their own way. Key to this is providing a wide range of appealing 
and age-appropriate texts for readers to explore. Being exposed to different styles, 
formats and genres helps children to define themselves as readers, to have a range of 
alternatives to choose next if something they read is not for them and to make 
choices about the books that will give them the reading buzz. This process is crucial 
for children to develop the intrinsic motivation to read and to lay the foundations of 
a lifelong love of reading. 

At the ages of 10 and 11, most children are able to read chapter books and to think 
critically about what they read. They begin to enjoy multi-layered stories that 
present different characters’ viewpoints about key issues, and to think deeply about 
books that explore relevant social issues. Also popular with this age group are graphic 
novels, funny books and illustrated non-fiction that delves deeply into a particular 
topic of interest. Storytime with adults continues to be important and enjoyed at this 
age – despite the high level of independence at the ages of 10 and 11, nothing can 
replicate the magic of a shared reading experience. 

 


